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“Saving a place is only the beginning. The real challenge is creating a future worthy
of its potential.”

We all remember a journey that stayed with us; a first tour, a memorable club ride or
a quiet road discovered by chance where every bend revealed another reason to
stop and look.

For many cyclists, the moments that endure are not simply measured in miles. They
are found in the people beside us, the conversations over coffee, the challenge of the
climb and the satisfaction of regrouping at the end of the ride, each person bringing
their own story of the journey.

The places that support those journeys matter too.

Outdoor centres, hostels and community spaces quietly create generations of
cyclists and adventurers. They are places where routes are planned, friendships
grow and new journeys begin.

Yet many of these places are facing increasing challenges. When they disappear, we
lose more than accommodation; we lose the spaces that help people discover
confidence, connection and the freedom of exploring under their own power.

The Roseland Centre, in the peaceful Cornish village of St Just in Roseland, came
close to becoming one of those losses.

But this story took a different route.

A Community That Chose a Different Route

When Cornwall Council announced the Centre’s closure, local residents, former
visitors and outdoor enthusiasts recognised that something important was at risk.

This was not simply about preserving a building.

It was about protecting the opportunities it had created for generations.

Many carried memories of residential visits, outdoor adventures and the confidence
those experiences had inspired. Others recognised that places like the Roseland
Centre become part of people's stories in ways that are often only understood years
later.

A community crowdfunding campaign secured the Centre’s future.

Today, the Centre is community-owned and trustee-led, being reimagined for a new
era of outdoor learning, wellbeing and adventure.

Not by recreating the past.



But by creating new opportunities for outdoor communities to shape its future
together.

A Base for Club Rides and Cycle Touring

The Roseland Peninsula is one of Cornwall’s hidden gems for cyclists.

Quiet lanes thread through rolling farmland, ancient woodland and timeless villages
before revealing spectacular views across the Fal Estuary. Every ride offers
something different: a hidden creek, a historic church, a traditional waterside pub or a
sweeping descent towards the coast.

It is a landscape that rewards curiosity rather than speed.

For cycle clubs, social riding groups and touring cyclists, the peninsula offers a
balance of rewarding climbs, peaceful roads and memorable stopping places.

One of the highlights is the ride to the historic King Harry Ferry, where the centuries-
old chain ferry links the Roseland Peninsula with the western side of the Fal.
Crossing the river opens up an entirely new day's adventure, connecting riders with
Cornwall’s quieter back roads and the wider cycling network.

From there, cyclists can continue towards Truro or explore one of Cornwall’s best-
loved traffic-free routes: the Coast-to-Coast Trail between Devoran and Portreath,
following former mineral tramways from the sheltered creeks of the south coast to the
Atlantic. Rich in industrial heritage and surrounded by beautiful countryside, it makes
a memorable extension to a Roseland-based cycling weekend.

Whether the aim is a leisurely social ride, a challenging club weekend or a multi-day
touring adventure, the Roseland Peninsula rewards those who prefer to travel at a
pace that allows time to notice the landscape, and each other.

More Than Somewhere to Stay

The Roseland Centre exists to support adventures, and the partnerships that make
them possible.

Rather than providing organised activities, it offers exclusive-use group
accommodation across five refurbished bunkrooms, generous shared spaces and
the flexibility of catered or self-catered stays, allowing cycle clubs, Cycling UK groups
and touring cyclists to create weekends that reflect their own ambitions.

Routes are planned around the dining table.

Bikes are prepared for another day’s riding.

Stories are shared over an evening meal.

These moments matter because adventure is rarely created by facilities alone.

It grows through people.

Through club ride leaders planning new routes.



Through experienced cyclists encouraging those tackling their first tour.
Through volunteers who quietly organise weekends away.
Through clubs that believe cycling is something to be shared.

These are Adventure Partnerships in their simplest form: communities creating
opportunities for people to discover new places, build confidence and make
memories together.

Every Journey Leaves a Legacy
Cyclists understand that journeys change people.

They build resilience.

Encourage curiosity.

Strengthen friendships.

Connect us more deeply with the landscapes through which we travel.

But journeys can shape places too.

Every club that chooses the Roseland Centre as its base helps sustain a community-
owned outdoor centre dedicated to inspiring future generations of outdoor
adventurers.

Every stay supports a place where young people can discover the outdoors, where
volunteers can share their experience and where outdoor communities continue
creating opportunities for others.

Every visit becomes another chapter in the Centre’s continuing story.
Not simply preserving what already exists.

But helping to imagine what comes next.

Looking Ahead

The Roseland Centre survived because a community believed it was worth saving.
Its future will be shaped by the communities who continue to gather there.

Every club weekend.

Every touring group.

Every route planned.

Every conversation over coffee.
Every shared meal.

Every new friendship.

The Roseland Centre is creating a new kind of partnership with outdoor communities.
One built on the foundations of its past, guided by its community and sustained by a
simple belief:



That the greatest legacy we can leave is not simply the places we preserve or the
memories we create there, but the knowledge, confidence and opportunities we pass
on to those who follow.

Information
The Roseland Centre, St Just in Roseland, Cornwall

The Roseland Centre offers exclusive use to cycle clubs, Cycling UK groups, touring
cyclists and outdoor organisations looking for a welcoming base from which to
explore Cornwall’s quieter roads and remarkable landscapes.

Designed for self-led club weekends, touring holidays and group adventures, the
Centre provides exclusive-use accommodation, generous shared spaces and the
flexibility of catered or self-catered stays, supported by an on-site caretaker.

Whether discovering the Roseland Peninsula, crossing the King Harry Ferry to
explore Cornwall’'s wider cycling network, or riding the Coast-to-Coast Trail between
Devoran and Portreath, the Centre offers a relaxed and sociable base where every
journey can begin and every stay helps support the future of outdoor learning and
adventure.

Find out more by visiting the centre website: https://theroselandcentre.org/

The Roseland Centre
St. Just-in-Roseland
Truro

Cornwall

TR2 5JA

Email: enquiries@theroselandcentre.org

“A place for first adventures, lasting memories and the next generation of outdoor
experiences.”



